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Future Feast in the

Garden of Flow/Accumulation

SUZANNE BIAGGI

On one magical weekend in September 2009, The Late Show Gardens
turned the grounds of Cornerstone Sonoma into an exciting and inspining
garden festival. The stunning garden installation described here was just one
of many that focused on the message of healing the earth and assuring a

future for the planet through thoughtful design.

opened my design studio, Sculptural

Landscapes, in 1984, after receiving a
Masters of Arts degree in sculpture. What
began as a design/build practice slowly
evolved into a design/project management
studio. Monumental sculpture became a major
element of my work; | viewed my sculpture
and my landscapes as one and inseparable.
Attending the 2008 Bioneers Conference dra-
matically affected my way of thinking, living,
creating, and designing. | studied the concept
of permaculture and the developing technol-
ogy for green roofs. My design practice evolved
further into one that is committed to deep
ecology, using permaculture principals that
emphasize soil building, water conservation,
plantings that sustain each other, local materi-
als, and a conservation of energy and resources.
[ worked to find my way in this new world that
had become my passion,

Future Feast in the Garden of Flow/
Accumulation was a result of these changes. It
was a seminal garden for me—the result of
extensive exploration into the meaning of
global warming and sustainability.

The concept of flow and accumulation first
came to my attention while studying the work
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of architect Sim Van Der Ryn. Flow is the way
of nature; all systems tend to work in cycles,
entailing the continual movement of resources
and energy. As humans became more con-
cerned about controlling nature, the economic
model changed from emphasizing the flow of
natural resources to the accumulation of them.
Accummulation of monetary wealth, the way
of humans, gave rise to the disruption of
natural cycles and to such current problems
as deforestation and polluted waterways. |
firmly believe that the root cause of global
warming and unsustainable practices is our
focus on accumulation. :

Symbol and Significance

In Future Feast, I symbolize some of the results
of this disruption of natural cycles: deforestation
(charred pieces of wood rising six to eight feet
from a lifeless understory of slash); depletion of
natural resources (pits of lava rock surrounded
b:.' patterns of slate); extinction (fossils and logs
turned over to reveal impressions of salaman-
ders no longer alive in a sea of sterile dirt and
stones). Elegantly sculptural, the presentation of
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these symbols is enticing at first glance —until
the true meaning becomes apparent: the flow of
natural processes has been exploited, choked off,
misdirected to create dead-end accumulations
In contrast to these channels of disturbing
accumulation are channels of hopeful flow,
symbolized by: oak seedlings—hope for the
restoration of depleted forests; plants that
attract insects, bees, and butterflies (Ackillo
‘Coronation Gold’, Lamandule ‘Silver Frost,
Stachys byzanting ‘Big Ears’, and Tlymus oul-

garis “Transparent Yellow')—hope for an end to

species extinction; and plants that free the earth
of toxins (Scirpus cermuns)—hope for the
rebuilding of soils in areas of pollution and
desertification. These planted channels are
mounded and appear to overwhelm the bleak
channels of accumulation.

The channels of contrasting flow and accu-
mulation are surrounded by plantings of trees
and shrubs based on the permaculture guild
system. In designing the garden, | needed more
information on this system of planting, so |
invited Patrick Picard, of Equinox Landscape,

A Permaculture Approach

After becoming certified in Permaculture Design,
1 became so convinced of its wisdom that I con-
verted my business from conventional tech-
mquea to a more aoulogtcnl i‘lpprﬂﬂl‘:h; H-Elﬂg
organic gardening techniques and sustainable
construction practices. In 2006, Equinox became
a Green Certified Business, further establishing

As an ecol, landscape professional, |
fucusmmmferhhtjrm&msoﬂwﬂmteach
garden can thrive naturally. Plants are selected to
serve multiple functions in order to create a self-

. This is one of the big dif-
ferences conventional and sustainable
landscape design; we no longer have the luxury
of choosing plants based only on beauty. Our
planet is experiencing a worldwide soil crisis,
and it is crucial that we put nutrients back into
the soil through our landscape choices.

For Future Landscape designer
Sumner and selected plants that work
in guilds (multi-layered communities, as found
innature}huassmthhuﬂdhlgﬂum%
selected native nitrogen-fixing plarltﬁ.sur.haﬂ
Ceanotines "El Dorado’, Western redbud (Cerers

to collaborate with me on the project and com-
pose the plantings. [See below for Patrick’s
thoughts about Future Feast. ]

Table as Centerpiece

In the center of the garden is a further symbol
of hope in the form of the Future Feast table. It
rests on legs of local, reclaimed redwood and
uses the technology of green roofs for its living
surface. Sluicing through the table’s center is a
runnel, which is part of the irrigation system and
is powered by a solar pump, circulating water
around the garden. Equally at home on a
rooftop, the plants selected for the table include
a selection of sedums, grasses (Festucd), and
sages (Salviz offfcinalis). Around each place set-
ting are edibles to be harvested by diners:
‘Simpson’s Elite’ lettuce, ‘Victoria’ lettuce, ‘Bull’s
Blood' heirloom beets, purple-leaf basil, and red
chard. The crops would be changed seasonally.

Presiding over the table are two tall basalt
stone columnar sculptures, symbolizing ancient

oecidentalis), and ( Riamins  calffor-
aich), to take nitrogen from the atmosphere and
depaosit it back into the soil. We chose herbaceous
plants, such as yarrow (Acidllor rellefolivm) and
chicory (Cichorium intybus), as “dynamic accu-
mlﬂaimx, ﬂanmﬂutsmdﬂwhmgta p roots
soil to draw up the minerals that
nrlher plants need in the auil‘s upper
We used lamb’s ears (Stachys fyzantiog "Blg
ears’) for its soft leaves that naturally
shade the soil and mulch it as they wither and
fall. And to create an ins that would attract
beneficial insects, we incl plants such as
feverfew (Chrysantherm partheniim) and Saleda
‘Bee’s Bliss'.
Qur goal was to create a beautiful
orary garden where p lantsumh‘i‘butehuﬂ;eﬁer—
hhtyufﬂ:eml,mhmlw% growth of all of
the lﬂﬂi&»ﬂwﬂﬁ u{masdesws,
was tition t:fpltﬂl
of contem 5 w:mm biodiversity
that is crucial in an ecolo garden. For the
Future Feast table, we alsﬁk':lmlnd to demon-
strate that edible plants can add beauty as the

centerpiece of a garden.
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Channel of patterned slate with pits of lava rock,
symbolizing the depletion of natural resources;
to either side, channels symbolizing hope, with

plants that remove toxing and oak seedlings
reforesting & landscape of chamed wood.
Photographs by Maricn Brenner

B a8, S -
Detail of patterned slate with lava pits,
symbolizing the depletion of natural resources;
in the foreground is Scirpus cernuus, which has
the capacity 1o remove toxins from the soil
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The Future Feast table showing green roof plantings with
organic edibles surrounding the bluestone place settings;
basalt sculpture in the rear by Suzanne Biaggi

wisdom, rising from pools of water. Behind them
is a dense planting that acts as a windbreak as
well as a consumer of carbon dioxide.

My hope for this garden was to educate and
share with people information about a sustain-
able landscape that offers solutions to the
problems we face today. With this installation
designed boldly around key concepts of sus-
tainability, we aimed to draw attention to water
conservation and catchment, plant selections
that build soil and sustain each other, edible
landscapes, green-roof technology, and the use
of local materials. It was also important to
demonstrate that this can be achieved in a con-
temporary sculptural design, which allowed
me to return to the roots of my professional
practice while creating a garden for the future. #
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View of Fulure Feast showing (left} a channel of fossils symbolizing extinction, next to a row of plants that attract birds,
butterilies, and bees; (right) a channel of black |ava pits that symbolize the depletion of natural resources, fronted by a
row of plants that free the earth of toxins

Part of the rain catchmentfirrigation
system, a cistern is planted with
commaon horsetail (Equisetum
fryvemalal, which purifies water

View of the Future Feast
table seen through pieces
af charred wood
symbalizing deforestation
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